programmes, she made little progress in her developmental milestones and her physical growth rate slowed down appreciably.
The patient reported by Verhest programmes, she made little progress in her developmental milestones and her physical growth rate slowed down appreciably.
She was referred for a genetics consultation at the age of 91/2months. Physical examination revealed a relatively normal appearing child with a weak, high pitched cry and lung congestion. Her length was 71*5 cm (30th centile), weight was 6-8 kg (-3 SD), and head circumference was 41 cm (-3 SD). She was brachycephalic, sutures were closed, and the anterior fontanelle was not palpable. Her palate was rugated and her palpebral fissures had a slight upward slant, but otherwise her facial features were normal. She had a pectus excavatum and considerable scoliosis in the upper thoracic area. Her fingernails were short, flat, and ridged and her dermatoglyphs had a few unusual features (bilateral t' axial triradii and radial loops on the second digits), but were not grossly abnormal.
LABORATORY STUDIES
The proband's chemical profile, complete blood count, urine analysis, metabolic screen, TORCH titres, and CT scan were all normal. Her visual and auditory evoked potentials were also within normal limits. A skull and long bone radiograph series revealed a very small anterior fontanelle and normal bone age.
CYTOGENETIC STUDIES
Chromosome preparations from peripheral blood lymphocyte cultures obtained on two separate occasions were analysed with G, Q, or C banding (fig 2) . A total of 60 metaphase cells was examined; the modal chromosome number was 46. Analysis of the banding patterns revealed a complex chromosome rearrangement involving chromosomes 2, 6, 11, and 21 in all cells. Seven breakpoints were identified in the four derivative chromosomes: 2pl3-3, 2pl5, 2p25-1, 6p12-3, 6q12, 11q14-1, and 21q21 1 (fig 3) . The proband's karyotype is interpreted as 46,XX,t(2;6;11;21)(2qter--2pl3.3::2pl5---t 2p25.1::11q141-* 1lqter;2pter-2p25-1::6p12-3-4 6q12::21q21-1 -* 21qter;11pter-11 q14-1::6pl2. 3-6pter;21pter--21q21-1: :6ql2-*6qter). Only band 2pl4 is unaccounted for. ' -=trait absent. Blank=not reported to be present or absent. NA=not applicable. 
